Interview with Diane Fator, Class of 1968 by Fator, Diane Marie (Rezek)
INTERVIEW WITH DIANE FATOR, 
CLASS OF 1968 
Patty James  00:01
Welcome to Illinois State University. This is Patty James and I'm a member of Student Alumni Council 
and I'm talking with Diane Fator of the Class of 1968 at ISU at Homecoming activities on October 29, 
1983. During this bit of oral history we will be reminiscing about the way it was in '68. We hope those 
who listen to this tape will enjoy hearing from the persons who have volunteered to record this bit of 
ISU history and will find it interesting and informative. First, Mrs. Fator, as you think back 15 years, 
what are some of the things that are foremost in your memory of what life was like in Illinois State 
University? 
Diane Fator  00:44
I think one of the big things was that there were women's hours and women had to be in the dorm at a 
certain time and if you were locked out, it was, you had to give up some of your time out, and the theory 
behind that was that if you locked up the women, the men would go home and study. Well, the men 
never went home to study. They were out playing all night. And finally they agreed, I guess we were 
juniors, sophomores, that women didn't need quite so many hours. And then when we got to Hewett, 
we didn't need hardly—we didn't have any hours, I don’t think. And, but the dorm was locked and then 
you had to knock or something to get in. But that was the big thing. You had to be really [inaudible],and 
as freshmen, you had room inspection in the dormitory and if your room wasn't neat you got demerits 
and so many demerits and you were, you gave up some of your time out on the weekend. You were 
given two late leaves. You could stay up a little extra on the weekend or during the week. 
Patty James  00:47
What do you remember about the president at the time you were attending ISU? 
Diane Fator  02:02
We had President Bone up until our junior year and then we got President Braden. President Bone was 
everybody's father, grandfather, whoever you wanted to think, he knew everyone, just absolutely 
everyone. I can remember coming as a freshman and being ill and I was in the infirmary. My Mom and 
Dad came to Homecoming. And the first thing he said, "Now, don't worry about a thing, she's fine." My 
Mom and Dad had never met him. They didn't even know how he put me and them together. But he 
did, he just knew everyone and he had this uncanny ability to put faces together, so I must have looked 
like one of them and it was just amazing to me. And then we regretfully said goodbye to him and we 
welcomed Mr.—D. Braden, and it was the same thing! They were two very warm and very caring 
people. 
Patty James  03:03
What do you remember about some of the professors? Who were they and do you remember any of 
the administrative officials and what reason would you have to remember some of them? 
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Diane Fator  03:20 
I can remember Anna Keaton, I can remember, back—Mr. Eatherly [inaudible]. I think what I remember 
most is not so much individuals, but then at that time, professors took, I don't know if they still do, but 
you were invited to so many homes Sunday night or during the week. If you were having trouble with 
something you would be invited home to, you know, get a little extra or if it was a birthday away or 
something, you know, and you couldn't get—or no one, you didn't have any family or, you know, that 
family couldn't get to you on your birthday or special occasion, you would, they would invite you home. 
Or if you did especially well you'd be rewarded by having a home-cooked dinner at home with their 
families. I mean, you sat down with they and their wives or their husbands and their children,you know, 
and if—you always were at people's houses—Diane Pikcunas, Diane Jones and I, she was a member 
of my class, we teach together, sat down and discussed this, how many times we were invited to places 
or even at the old Union, you were invited to The Cage or the Red Door to have coffee with them. You 
know, it was just it was like an extension of your family. And that's what we remember the most. And 
sometimes they would say, "Well, if you did such-and-such," you know, "We'll have a little get together 
at our house," and it encouraged you to work that much harder. And it was not uncommon even for 
President Bone to have students over for assorted reasons, whether you were working on, let's say you 
were on Homecoming Committee, well, this week we're going to have Homecoming Committee over, 
next week we're going to have the math or advisory boards. I don't know if they even still, do they have 
student advisory boards for the classes anymore, do they? And the advisor would have a picnic in his 
yard or, you know, you'd get invited over for Christmas or Thanksgiving, you know, before you go home 
for these breaks and stuff and you were always at people's homes. I think that's what we remember. 
Individuals shared this favorites to us but most of all, I remember that it was just like another family, you 
were just taken in, but then it wasn't quite as large as it is and I'm sure that's the difference. 
 
Patty James  05:53 
Students today talk about how difficult it is to complete their education. How do you compare how it was 
during your years here and, to the way it seems today? 
 
Diane Fator  06:07 
Well, one of, our kindergarten teacher has a son going to ISU right now and they were, she was 
explaining that because of his course of study it will take him more than four years to go to school. I 
think any educational, taking more than four years to go to school, if you're looking for more than one 
curriculum, if you intend to get two majors conquered, you put them into four years. My—back then, you 
couldn't put two majors into four years. I don't think it's any different. I—the courses may be changing, 
computer science was just not heard of. I mean, you know, it was just one of those, "My goodness, 
what are they going to think of next?" kind of things. But then, I don't remember hearing too many 
elementary teachers, which is what I am, taking a full year of chemistry. So I think there are swathes, 
so where, you know, where you have courses that you think are terribly difficult—now we have courses 
that we thought were terribly difficult and if you wanted more than one major or a major and two minors, 
you expected to go longer or to go summers and, you know, all year round, to get into four years. I can't 




Patty James  07:45 
And students today have to go through what are called University Studies, basic courses, so many 
hours in certain departments. When you were here at ISU, did you have to do the same thing? 
 
Diane Fator  07:58 
Yes, we had to have so many hours of geography and so many hours of history and so many hours of 
science and so many hours of English and I think it's great. It prepares you for life, even if your 
occupation would have to change, like the people that went through business when they were here with 
me at ISU, I'm sure they've had to go back and learn computer science, which was something that 
wasn't here at all. And I just keep going back to computers because that's something that I'm having to 
learn. But what ISU is not only going to prepare you for an occupation, but it's going to prepare you how 
to learn. And you, since the world is changing so much, you must be willing to learn how to learn and 
be willing to learn and it will give you all those kinds of skills too. 
 
Patty James  08:52 
What kinds of extracurricular activities were important to you and other students?  
 
Diane Fator  08:58 
The Redbird Rooting section. You know the cards, do you still have the card section? That was new 
when we came, you know, you, when you put the card under your nose, and there was the Advisory 
Council and the Big Four, Homecoming Committee, and then there were assorted honorary sororities 
or fraternities. There weren't social fraternities and sororities, I understand you have some of those 
now. And needless to say, since there was no liquor served, you know, I mean, the dances, all the, and 
the dorms had their Christmas dances. Do they still have Christmas dances? There was never any 
liquor served at any of the Homecoming functions or Christmas dances, [inaudible], the Prom, I think 
we called it still. But there were, there was never any liquor served any of those functions. 
 
Patty James  09:52 
And there were there were no frat houses, no sorority houses, none of that? 
 
Diane Fator  09:55 
No, no, not, none of that. In fact, that was one of the big differences between ISU and even Northern at 
the time, because there weren't any sororities and fraternities. That's one of the reasons I came here, I 
didn't want to be involved in all that. 
 
Patty James  10:18 
What were—back then, what were the prices for, like, hamburgers and movies and gasoline, important 
things like that? 
 
Diane Fator  10:27 
Okay, gasoline was about 30 cents a gallon.  
 
Patty James  10:31 
Oh my God! 
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Diane Fator  10:32 
And if you were in the southern part of the state on a gas—where you could probably get it for 15 cents. 
If you were in the southern part of the United States, you could get it maybe even for 10 cents on a gas 
war. They had things like gas wars and stations on assorted corners would lower their price to get your 
business. Well, the other station, you know, if they went down to 14 cents and they'd go down to 13 
cents and then they'd, everybody'd throw up signs that said "Gas War" and then, you know, they'd see 
how low it would go. Mr. Quick's, is Mr. Quick still over there? 
 
Patty James  11:05 
There isn't one in Normal now. 
 
Diane Fator  11:07 
That—well, there used to be one kind of kitty corner from Atkin and Colby and hamburger was 21 
cents, French fries were 15 cents, and you could get a large soda for a quarter and so you could get all 
your dinner—you're probably even too young to remember the McDonald's commercial that you could 
get change back from your dollar, can you remember those commercials? 
 
Patty James  11:33 
Yeah, I remember. 
 
Diane Fator  11:33 
 You could get changed back from 75 cents. 
 
Patty James  11:37 
For the times was that fairly decent as far as prices? 
 
Diane Fator  11:42 
Yes, yes. And they'd have sales now and then. But I think a lot was 30 cents. Movies were free on 
campus and you could go get tickets for assorted shows at Horton. I think then if it was $3 it was a lot of 
money. That was a big expenditure. 
 
Patty James  12:12 
Do you remember some of the groups or acts that came into Horton while you were there? 
 
Diane Fator  12:17 
We were trying—Count Basie came. We were trying to remember that and that was one of the hardest 
things I think to remember because we had—my cousin went here and we, trying to sort out who went 
to what. The Lettermen were here but I think that one came after us, Andy Williams was here. That's 
a—when we saw The Lettermen were coming, we were laughing, you know, they're back again. We 
did, it was one of the hard things, there weren't real big name activities... Back Porch Majority would 
come in the summer. You don't even know who these people are! 
 




Diane Fator  13:00 
No? And what else? What else was important? What else was on your list?  
 
Patty James  13:07 
What about things like books and tuition? 
 
Diane Fator  13:10 
Books were free! 
 
Patty James  13:11 
Books were free? 
 
Diane Fator  13:12 
Yes, you went to the bookstore, which was, it wasn't like a bookstore. It was just a hut and all the 
textbooks were there and you signed them out. Now if you damaged them it was just like in grade 
school, you got fined or you had to buy them. Or if you wanted your textbook you can buy it, but you 
didn't have to. It was included in your book fee and you just went there and got them and took them 
home. 
 
Patty James  13:38 
What about tuition and things like room and board? Room board is a big thing now.  
 
Diane Fator  13:44 
Room and board for the year was about $1,000 and at the most. I'm, to be honest, Diane thought it was 
$1000, it seemed to me for the first semester we paid $325 or something, so it would have been about 
$700 per year. Tuition with a county scholarship was $36.40, if you had a county scholarship. And all 
you had to do to get a county scholarship was be in the top quarter of your high school class and be 
willing to teach after graduation. There was no—you didn't have to pay back. You just, you got it. I 
mean, I think at the last time I registered, I think I paid $110 but then I can't remember if  that was a 
semester or a year with a county scholarship. 
 
Patty James  14:34 
It's really changed, then. What was the typical type of dress in '68 such as in class or at church? 
 
Diane Fator  14:44 
You wouldn't, first of all, you wouldn't be caught, except in the dorm, in jeans, all right? You would not 
be allowed. I wasn't, in my chemistry class, I had a woman, I can't remember what her name was, she, 
I wore a jumper, and skirts were becoming short, they were not quite the mini that it had gotten to, but 
they were well above the knee. And after class she called me up to her desk and informed me that if I 
could not wear a decent length skirt, I did not need to come back to chemistry class, because I was the 
only girl in the chemistry class and she didn't want the men of the class to be distracted. And so my 
skirt length was checked. I would wait outside the door, all the men would go in and then I would go in 
and they'd all have to stand and we'd all remain standing until she came in and we'd all say "Good 
morning" and she'd say "Sit, class" and like a bunch of animals we all sat. 
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Patty James  15:52 
it's really different, then. What about to church or on days when—?  
 
Diane Fator  15:57 
You always wore a skirt or a sweater, something, you know, it was, or a dress. You were always 
dressed—you could on occasion could get away with knee socks or anklets, but otherwise, you wore 
nylons. You didn't wear— 
 
Patty James  16:13 
What about the guys?  
 
Diane Fator  16:14 
The guys wore slacks and shirts. There were no jeans and t-shirts in the classroom. 
 
Patty James  16:22 
So much more formal then! 
 
Diane Fator  16:24 
When you went to dances you wore formals, long gowns. I don't know, do you still wear long gowns?  
 
Patty James  16:30 
No.  
 
Diane Fator  16:31 
Yeah, see, we wore long gowns. 
 
Patty James  16:35 
What was the most important national event that happened in those years, what stands out in your 
mind? 
 
Diane Fator  16:41 
Do you have ISU Preview, where the seniors come down to look at the university before...? 
 
Diane Fator  16:51 
Mm-hmm. 
 
Diane Fator  16:51 
When I was to come down in my senior year of high school President Kennedy was killed. During our 
time here Martin Luther King was killed and Senator Bobby Kennedy was killed. And that happened 
right before we graduated and I think the Vietnam War was in full swing. I think that was the [inaudible]. 
 
Patty James  17:19 




Diane Fator  17:24 
I think there were two and I can't even remember what they were for. Just, there weren't things like that. 
 
Patty James  17:38 
What were the most popular forms of entertainment at the time? This, the, I think they are [inaudible]... 
 
Patty James  17:46 
The free movies.  
 
Patty James  17:48 
The free movies, okay.  
 
Diane Fator  17:49 
You listened to records in your dorm room, what the Big Four committee put out. 
 
Patty James  17:56 
How many people would share a dorm room on the average? 
 
Diane Fator  18:01 
Freshmen, it was either one or two. See Watterson wasn't built. I think in Hewett-Manchester there 
were a couple of rooms that maybe had three in them but in Watterson was the first time that they had 
multi—you know, where four lived together. Before that, no. 
 
Patty James  18:22 
Let's see, I was going to ask something. Oh, did you live on campus all four years?  
 
Diane Fator  18:32 
Yes. 
 
Patty James  18:32 
Was that common?  
 
Diane Fator  18:33 
Yes, yes, yes. Redbird Hall, I think it was, was the first private dormitory where you could live off 
campus and cook. That was the big move. 
 
Patty James  18:48 
Okay, what do you remember about the towns of Bloomington and Normal when you were here at ISU? 
 
Diane Fator  18:55 
Well, Normal was a dry town, there was no alcohol at all, and Bloomington was, you could get liquor 
during the week but on Sunday it was dry also, so Sunday you would go to Kappa, which is a little town 
north of here, and you'd get something to drink. And it's still very much to me like it was then, except 
when you drive in off the—Veteran's Highway, do they call that, extension? It used to be all fields and 
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all those houses and townhouses and condominiums, that's all been built since then. Normal used to 
brag that it had skyscrapers and it would list all ISU dormitories. 
 
Patty James  19:41 
What about the use of tobacco and alcoholic beverages and do you think it was about the same as it is 
now or less?  
 
Diane Fator  19:50 
Well, we, like I said before, there was just no alcohol. Smoking was only allowed in the lounges, you 
weren't to smoke in your rooms, although some people did, you know. Like, that was really forbidden, 
very much so. 
 
Patty James  20:04 
Was that—I know for a while it was really looked down upon if a woman smoked. Was that attitude 
present when you were here? 
 
Diane Fator  20:12 
Yes, yes, and it wasn't really polite for a woman to walk down the street carrying a cigarette. 
 
Patty James  20:21 
What did you like most about Illinois State? 
 
Diane Fator  20:28 
I liked it, I think, because it was at that time not considered a large university and that's why I came, I 
really did. 
 
Patty James  20:39 
What about—what did you like the least about it? 
 
Diane Fator  20:42 
At the time the women's hours. I didn't have hours at home and I came here and to me it was so 
ridiculous that, you know, as I get older, I have more restrictions. And that's why our class worked to 
eliminate women's hours. 
 
Patty James  20:55 
I'm glad you did! What were the campus boundaries then? What were the furthest buildings? 
 
Diane Fator  21:03 
Well, when we first came, it was Walker, Dunn-Barton, Atkin-Colby, Hamilton-Whitten, that was about 
as far as it went that way. Metcalf was on the other side. But that was the end, you know. None of what 
we are in now was even here. This was open spaces, this was empty places. And the other side, up to, 
well, Milner was here... Milner was in a different place, it wasn't where it is now, and the Union was in a 
different place and all that, but that was the farthest it went on that side. And then Hewett and 
Manchester was built and it moved that far, and then Watterson was built and it moved that far. But 
Watterson wasn't completed while we were here, it was completed after. 
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Patty James  22:02 
In summary, are there any other special memories that you have which we haven't already covered?  
 
Diane Fator  22:07 
Yes. We had a fire at Hewett Hall during Homecoming of my senior year. We had a dorm deck attached 
to the building, it ran, we hooked up the, part of the electricity through two second floor windows and 
someone threw a cigarette or something on the dorm deck and it burnt and one of the women I teach 
with now was the graduate assistant on the floor. And she—Joan said to me, when we were talking 
about this also I went around and gathered a few memories from everybody. What was the hardest 
thing you had to do? She said, "Pull the switch that were the fire alarm." And she said "That's 
something I will never forget." I don't think anyone ever will, but I don't know if the dorms still have 
these, what they considered silly, fire drills, but we were so thrilled and so everybody on the ninth floor, 
Claire Ricewasser ran around and got everybody out because we knew it was going to happen, 
because the flames were getting higher and higher and fire department—and Joan pulled the fire alarm 
and everybody—no one was hurt.  
 
Patty James  23:21 
That's really great. 
 
Diane Fator  23:23 
And, you know, but it was it was something you'll never forget, you know. But that was it. I'm not sure 
that any dormitory since then has had a fire? 
 
Patty James  23:33 
Not serious, I don't think so. 
 
Diane Fator  23:36 
Two rooms were wiped out. 
 
Patty James  23:40 
So anything else, better memories, maybe? 
 
Diane Fator  23:43 
That was one of the things, you know, oh, good memories, well, you can't help them but have good 
memories. Graduation was 137 I swear if it was a degree. It was over in Horton and everybody 
graduated together, not each school separately. I understand now Education has a time and no, 
everybody was— 
 
Patty James  24:08 
Well, thank you very much. I think that'll conclude our history. Thank you. 
 
Diane Fator  24:15 
Okay, I thank you. 
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